WHITE PIGEON TOWNSHIP
COUNTY OF ST. JOSEPH, MICHIGAN

ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES BY ADDING CHAPTER 7 TITLED
“‘CEMETERIES”

ORDINANCE NO.: 62
ADOPTED: 11/3/2010
EFFECTIVE: 12/15/2010

WHITE PIGEON TOWNSHIP ORDAINS:

The text that follows this opening paragraph adds Chaptéeihéteries” to the Code of Ordinances of
the Township of White Pigeon. Should any provision or gfatis ordinance be declared by a court of
competent jurisdiction to be invalid or unenforceable sdrae shall not affect the enforceability of the
balance of this ordinance which shall remain in fult@and effect. All other ordinances or parts of
ordinances in conflict with this ordinance are herebgadgd to such extent as they are in conflict or
inconsistent with this ordinance; however, the adoptiahiefordinance shall not prevent or bar the
continuance or institution of any proceedings for offersEretofore committed in violation of any
existing ordinance. This ordinance shall take effect on 12/18010, which is at least thirty
(30) days after its publication or a publication of a sunyneéthis ordinance.

Chapter 7
CEMETERIES
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL
Secs. 7-1-7-30. Reserved.
ARTICLE Il. CEMETERIES
Sec. 7-31. Short title.

The provisions in this Article shall be known as the WRigeeon Township Cemetery
Ordinance.

Sec. 7-32. Purpose.
It is determined to be desirable and necessary to proteputslic health, safety and general
welfare by establishing regulations relating to the opmmationtrol, and management of cemeteries

owned by White Pigeon Township, St. Joseph County, Michigapravide for penalties for those who
violate this ordinance; and to repeal all ordinances ds p&iordinances in conflict herewith.
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Sec. 7-33. Definitions.

“Township cemetery” or “cemetery” means any cemetsvged, operated and/or controlled by
the Township.

Sec. 7-34. Purchase of Burial Rights.

After the effective date of this ordinance, burial tggbhall be sold by the Township for the
purpose of burial for the purchaser, the purchaser’s faonilthe purchaser’s relative. No sale shall be
made to funeral directors or others, except for thosegaas an agent for an eligible purchaser.

The purchase of burial rights within a Township cemeggants a right of burial subject to the
regulations in this Article and does not convey any otlier to the lot or burial space sold. The
purchase of burial rights within any area of a cemethayl e made valid only by assignment of a
Burial Rights Certificate signed and sealed by the Townmsand indicating the precise location of
purchase of burial rights. The precise location of pwgeha designated by the proper combination of
lot, block section and grave values within a particularsein of the cemetery. In addition, no area of
the cemetery will be considered sold until paid foruth fThe purchaser must be present at the location
chosen at the time of purchase to sign an agreemérdation.

Terms of all burial rights’ sales and other feesaa®h or check. Fees shall be set by resolution
of the Township Board and are subject to periodic reviestvaa changes. Payment is due in full at the
time of burial rights assignment.

Burial spaces are exempt from taxation and liability febt and no mortgage or other
encumbrance shall be placed upon them.

Sec. 7-35. Burial Rights Transfers.

Burial Rights shall not be transferred from one p&otgnother without the consent of the
Township and without following the proper procedures, as mgted by the Township Board. Burial
Rights Certificates, deeds, or any other agreemenitsenvor otherwise implied, made or agreed to by
anyone other than the Township and the party approved Gytheship shall not be valid and will not
be honored. The Township has the right to refuséréimsfer of burial rights from one party to another,
and may require that a Burial Rights Certificate onferly issued deed be repurchased by the Township
before being transferred to another party.

Sec. 7-36. Interment Regulations.
The following regulations shall apply to interments:

(1) Interments will only be permitted on lots for which BliRights Certificates or deeds have been
issued by the Township and only after all current and pastitarges have been paid.

(2) Interments will not be permitted until payment for buhat been received.

(3) Interments will not be permitted without a valid Bufi@ansmit Report or Cremation Certificate.

(4) Interments in lots shall be restricted to members effémily and relatives of the owner or
owners thereof.

(5) No interment of any body other than that of a hutm@ing will be permitted.

(6) The interment of two bodies in one grave is prohibitedegbieg the simultaneous death and
burial of either a mother or father and infant, infamins or two infants that died at the same
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time, provided that this does not involve the burial of taskets on top of each other, and does
not in any manner encroach upon adjacent lots, gravesspaeagsleways.

(7) Burial restrictions are as follows:

a. A grave space in Baby Memorial Park: Burial restrictedrte infant burial or one infant
cremation.

b. A special cremation grave space: Burial restrictechtoar two cremations; body burials
are not allowed.

c. Aregular, adult burial space: Burial restricted to eithene or two cremations and no
bodies; or, one body and one cremation.

(8) All burials, including the burial of ashes, are to baden in concrete or metallic outer cases.
Concrete outer cases are defined as concrete vamitstete boxes, and wood, metal or other
substance encased in concrete. Metallic outer casdahaae constructed of material not less
than 12 gauge thickness.

(9) The Township reserves the right to refuse any ordemterment unless the application for the
same is made at least thirty-six (36) working hours in acdvaof the scheduled time of the
funeral.

(10) The Township will not assume any responsibility for esrion location in the opening of graves
when such orders are given by telephone. Orders byaludieectors for the opening of graves
will be construed as orders from the lot owner(s).

(11) A change of location after the grave space has beemdafier interment will be made at the
expense of the lot owner or funeral director.

(12) Interments or disinterments during the winter month&mwkhe ground is frozen will incur
charges in accordance with the difficulty of the work.

(13) The Township Clerk or her/his duly appointed assistant shakrvise all interments and make
all charges as they have been designated by the Township, Beadental to said interments.

(14) No demonstrations, memorial services or other concextedty, unrelated to funerals, cenotaph
services or interments may be held in the cemeteriowit prior authorization from the
Township.

(15) All outer burial cases over five (5) feet in length Vol classed as adult size.

(16) All graves will be opened and closed by employees or afg®s of the Township. This
provision shall not apply to proceedings for the remowdl r@interment of bodies and remains,
which matters are under the supervision of the locallihéalpartment.

(17) All vaults that are used for burials must be in placeeiceive the casket one hour prior to the
scheduled time of the funeral service.

(18) The Township shall not be responsible for any damagentiggdt occur in the placing of a body
in any mausoleum or crypt.

(19) Funeral directors shall contact the cemetery caretadere establishing the time of the funeral.
The Township reserves the right to ask for a changeeirfuteral hour so as to best serve the
families of the deceased.

(20) All funerals and interments are to be conducted in aerty and dignified manner. The
Township Clerk, cemetery caretaker or a duly appointed assiate authorized to take the
means necessary to preserve this order and dignity.

(21) All funeral processions, while in the cemetery, wdl bnder the direction and control of the
Township Clerk, cemetery caretaker or a duly appointedtassiand all funeral processions and
cemetery vehicles shall have preference over all atflgicles.

(22) Strangers shall not approach a grave during a funeral.n\@éemed necessary by the Township
Clerk, or upon request of the lot owner or his represgataa funeral zone may be established
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and no one except persons attending the funeral or asleeawthorized will be permitted within
its boundaries.

(23) No burials will be permitted to be marked with a vase, m@morial, receptacle, or other article
of any nature bearing the name of the mortician, mexhdealer, or other dealer, trade names
excepted.

(24) No responsibility will be assumed for the protectiamd anaintenance of flowers, wreaths,
emblems or other items used at funerals. As soon astsues become unsightly or faded, they
will be removed.

(25) No disinterment of a body will be made unless and uhél next of kin of the person whose
body is to be disinterred consent and/or a court dsdexceived by the Township and all other
legal documentation has been submitted.

Sec. 7-37. Foundations.

It is the intent of the Township to have foundationgaitted at least three times yearly. April
15"-30", June 1-15" and September'115". If quantities are great enough, an outside contractor
may be asked to help. The cemetery caretaker or hgngesmay install foundations at other times,
schedule permitting. All foundations will be installedhnthe top of the foundation conforming to the
lot grade as determined by the cemetery caretaker or ht#bgmee. All foundations shall be six (6)
inches larger than the largest part of the base of #maamal. All foundations for memorial work
shall be installed by the cemetery caretaker or anothbpmzed agent and all such work shall be
under the direction of the Township Clerk or designee.

All orders for the installation of foundations for merial work must be submitted on the order
blank of that monument dealer with full particularsréms. These blanks must give all information as
requested and the material certification must be sidpyed responsible party of the person, firm or
corporation ordering the foundation. The Township wilt be bound to honor these foundation
orders until the above instructions have been compfiddoaid for.

Sec. 7-38. Memorials.
The following regulations shall apply to memorialsus@eums, crypts, and other structures:

(1) All mausoleums, monuments, headstones, markers or péngranent memorials above ground
or partly above ground must be constructed of first qualitpigra All such memorials which
are used in memorial work must be guaranteed by the mdrmeaker to be of first grade, clear
stone at least six inches in thickness, free from sapngthing which will cause rust stains,
resistant to cracking or chipping, and executed in firsttgr@orkmanship. Grave markers made
from US Standard Bronze or its equivalent will beaéd.

(2) No mausoleum, crypt, mausoleum work or any structure abouselow ground, other than
standard memorials, may be constructed until completgrdesietails and specifications have
been submitted to the Township Board for its approval aidlde arrangements, acceptable to
the Township Board, have been completed for future maintena

(3) No monuments may be placed on a lot before the foiomdiaas been installed.

(4) Graves are to be marked only with standard memorialshadamply with these regulations.

(5) Written permission of the Township must be obtainedrged cenotaph marker can be placed in
the cemetery. Purchase of a cenotaph site will dpeined.
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(6) The Township reserves the right to prohibit the erectibany memorial that due to its size,
design, inscription, kind or quality of stone is unsuitethtlot or lots or the location on which
it is to be placed.

(7) No more than one monument above ground shall be allqvee grave. This includes any
Veterans memorial or plaque. All Veterans memorialplaques must be attached to the
individual's monument. If an individual chooses not teeha monument then the Veteran's
memorial or plaque may serve as the monument. Allumemts must have a foundation.

(8) All memorials shall occupy the proper monumental pms#ion lots, as determined by the
Township or cemetery caretaker. Memorials other thagles markers will be allowed on a
single grave space and these shall be placed in themacation.

(9) All memorials to be set on a lot as platted or whgllescribed as a family lot in the official
records of the Township, must match as to size, desajor and lettering. The maximum size
for single markers shall be one foot in width, two fedength, and one foot in height, except:

a. Where memorials are to match memorials alreadylot a
b. When slant-faced single memorials are used the maxinmeraiowed will be one foot
in width, two feet in length, and sixteen inches in heig

(10) The maximum size for memorials in Baby Land will be nityeinches in length, ten inches in
width, and six inches in height.

(11) Memorials placed upon any special cremation grave (a gsatveup for and burial rights
purchased solely for the purpose of cremations) shalubb with the ground. No more than
two cremations shall be permitted to be buried on a aegadlult-classed burial space. Although
this results in two persons on one burial space, any mar&eted on such space may not exceed
the width of the single grave space.

(12) No memorial may be erected on any lot or grave untihdator grave space is fully paid for
and the burial permit issued or until any other chargepaid in full.

(13) All memorials which are determined as monuments are teveded when set and the bases are
to be securely attached to the foundation.

(14) Any damage to turf, trees, shrubs, flowers or structurdtieg from the delivery or setting of
memorial work will be assessed to the person(s), $irmfid/or corporation(s) selling and/or
setting the memorial work.

(15) The Township shall not be responsible for any damage odaliam to any foundation,
monument or mausoleum.

(16) If a memorial shall become unsightly, in need of repaiattention, or a menace, the Township
will attempt to notify the owner(s) thereof to take sugps as necessary to place the structure in
satisfactory condition. If such owner(s) cannot beatled or fail to comply with the notice
within a reasonable length of time, the Township shall lhegeright to cause the necessary
repairs to be made and the cost thereof shall be chaogdwe owner(s). Any such charge
resulting from such action remaining unpaid for a periogivofmonths or more will constitute a
lien upon the lot or lots.

(17) No memorial may be removed from the lot or lots or takem the cemetery without prior
notification to the Township Clerk.

(18) Notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary, a funboahe will be permitted to install a
temporary marker as long as there is no logo or adveriseon the marker. For the purposes
of this paragraph “temporary marker” means a marker tgéne deceased’s name, date of birth
and/or date of death, that can be installed and remaitade for up to ninety (90) days until a
foundation and permanent marker can be installed irepddcthe temporary marker. The
Township Clerk or his/her designee shall have discretioextend the ninety (90) day period
upon receipt of documentation showing that the foundatiwh permanent marker have been
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ordered and will be installed by a reasonable date. Adratgulations that are not in conflict
with this paragraph shall apply to temporary markers.

Sec. 7-39. Ground Surfaces.

(1)
(2)
3)

(4)
(5)
(6)

The following regulations regarding ground surfaces spallya

Surfaces other than soil and sod are prohibited.

No person shall remove sod or soil from any lot, aialear roadway.

No sand, gravel, washed gravel, crushed stone or other toat¥ial may be used in the
construction of washes around the bases, markers armeons.

Steps or artificial walkways of any kind are not permitted.

Mounds raised around graves will not be permitted.

No lot area shall be covered with carpets, cloth pudaany other material during the winter
months. Leaves or evergreen boughs may be used instead.

Sec. 7-40. Urns.

(1)

(2)

3)

(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)

(9)

Urns are regulated as follows:

Urns are the liability of the lot owners and the Tehip shall not be obligated to care for,
maintain, or protect urns. The Township shall not beldidor any damage to urns. Urns not
filled by June 18 each year will not be permitted to remain in the cenyet

The planting and placement of urns is prohibited withbet dconsent of the Township Clerk,
cemetery caretaker or other approved authority. Thetipéaand placement of urns is also
prohibited until a valid Burial Rights Certificate or deeastbeen paid for and issued by the
Township.

All urns must be of a conventional urn type and stylepgscved by the Township. All urns
must be semi-permanent or permanent in type, and mudadedpupon a concrete base. This
base must be at least as wide as the urn. The bsbdslaced upon the lot in such a location
as approved by the cemetery caretaker, in either the mmenuor marker row, and must not
encroach on any adjacent grave or lot owned by anotineencroach upon an aisleway or
walkway. Urns shall not be placed in front of or behindaument.

All urns must be sufficient enough in weight that thaly emain upright and in place on windy
days, with the exception of extreme weather condtion

A maximum of one urn (upon a concrete base) per singleument or two urns upon two
separate bases per double monument is permitted.

One unpainted, heavyweight statue (upon a concrete inasede substituted for an urn.

An urn may not be used in place of a monument.

Urns which become broken, unsightly in appearance orsame to the upkeep of the cemetery
or to other lot owners will not be permitted.

Urns or statues which do not comply with all of thewabwill be removed without notice. Any
urns which are removed will be placed in storage for nmtenthan one year after which time
they may be disposed of without notice. Arrangementslmayade with the Township Clerk to
pick up any urns which have been removed and are still ihdhaship's possession.
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Sec. 7-41. Plantings.
Plantings are regulated as follows:

(1) Hereatfter, bushes, trees and live perennial plants ntayenmanted in the cemetery (including
on any lot) except by the Township.

(2) Any bushes or trees already planted on a lot or lotst lme kept trimmed to specification by the
lot owner or lot keeper. Any plants which impede upon aumant will not be permitted. Any
plants which are untrimmed, or which become a nuisancedspn of their branches, roots,
appearance or otherwise become detrimental to adja¢snaisleways or roadways, or an
inconvenience to other lot owners or to the upkeep of thetegyn will be removed without
notice and at the expense of the lot owner.

(3) Potted plants, whether real or artificial, may noplated in the ground, but must be left in the
pot above the surface of the ground. Potted plants mubenaaced in front of or behind
graves, but to the side to aid in mowing. All such pottedtplaray be in pots not to exceed ten
(10) inches in diameter and limited to one (1) per singdeker, two per double marker. Any
potted plant must be sufficient enough in weight thailitremain upright and in place on
windy days, with the exception of extreme weatherdaons.

(4) Any plant or artificial flower or flower arrangemerttrin a pot must either be securely attached
to the monument itself or be placed in an urn.

(5) The use of wire, nails, iron rods or other devices to @nfibwer vases, baskets, or other
objects to the ground will not be permitted.

(6) Mounds, plantings, or other objects which hinder the freeofig lawn mower or other
gardening apparatus are prohibited.

Sec. 7-42. Decorations.
Decorations are regulated as follows:

(1) The decoration of lots or graves with fencing, edgimxels, toys, shells, images, sculptures and
painted statues (ceramic or otherwise), wire screebsrsrtrellises, individual artificial flowers
anchored in the ground or any objects of a similar natumohibited. No shepherds staffs,
hooks, hangers, etc., are allowed. No glass or ceraljects or containers of any kind are
permitted.

(2) Winter decorations-decorative balls and wreaths-areomedetween October 3and April £
Tripods are welcome for those decorations not securexttlyi to the headstone. Winter
decorations may be placed anywhere on a lot.

(3) Summer decorations (annual flowers in pots, urns, saddies)welcome from April 3 to
September 1% All decorations must be located to the side of a headsso not to impede
mowing. Decorations shall not exceed the following limits

Single marker — One potted plant and/or one flowerleadd one urn and/or one
flower saddle.
Double marker — Two flower pots and one flower saddle; itws and one flower

saddle; or one flower pot, one urn and one flower saddle.
No additional decorations are allowed.
(4) Settees, benches and chairs are not permitted with@tegmpermission from the Township.
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(5)

(6)

Service markers are allowed (but not as a substituterfmmament) and will be cemented into
the foundation, wash around monuments and markers wéiepessible. If this is not possible,
service markers should be placed to the right or leh@imonument.

As part of the annual spring and fall cleanup, the TownsHigemove all decorations it
determines to have no further use. If lot owners wislave sheir winter decorations, they must
remove them before Aprifl If they wish to save their summer decorationsy thest remove
them on or before September™5

The Township shall not be responsible for loss or danwgayt articles left in the cemetery.

Sec. 7-43. Protecting the beauty, upkeep, and safety of ttemetery.

(1)

(2)

(3)
(4)

(5)
(6)
(7)

(8)
(9)

The following additional regulations shall apply:

The Township will furnish water for the use of all wheslwto maintain flowers, urns, etc. This
w;lrt]er will be available from various outlets within tbemetery from April I until September
15",

No person shall leave any refuse in the cemetery exbaptwthich they deposit in the trash
receptacles provided.

No glass or ceramic objects or containers of any kiagparmitted in the cemetery.

No children are allowed in the cemetery unless accompamed supervised by an adult who
shall be responsible for their conduct.

The use of the cemetery as a playground is not permitted.

The speed limit on all cemetery drives is 10 miles per.ho

Vehicles shall not turn around on the drives and musedmound a section as turning around
and backing up cause increased risk of running into headstoneshanadlgects.

No ATV's or other off-road motorized vehicles are pemxitivithin the cemetery.

No dogs, horses or other domesticated animals are peamitthin the cemetery.

(10) The cemetery shall be closed to the public from one heéer stinset until sunrise.

Sec. 7-44. Forfeiture of Vacant Cemetery Lots or Burial Spas.

Cemetery lots or burial spaces sold after the effedtiate of this ordinance and remaining

vacant for 50 years or more from the date of thde shall automatically revert to the Township upon
the occurrence of the following events:

(1)

(2)

Notice shall be sent by the Township by first-class r@ithe last known address of the last
owner of record informing him/her of the expiratiortloé 50 year period and that all rights with
respect to said lots or spaces will be forfeited if leefdoes not affirmatively indicate in writing
to the Township within sixty (60) days from the date oflimz of such notice of his/her desire
to retain such burial rights; and

No written response to said notice indicating a desinetiain the cemetery lots or burial spaces
in question is received by the Township from the last owheecord of said lots or spaces, or
his/her heirs or legal representative, within sixty (60ysdtom the date of mailing of said
notice.
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Sec. 7-45. Sanctions.

Any person who violates any of the provisions of this @woe chapter shall be deemed to be
responsible for a municipal civil infraction as defingdMichigan statute which shall be punishable by
a civil fine determined in accordance with the followicedule:

Minimum Fine Maximum Fine
« 1% Offense within 3-year period* $ 75.00 $500.00
. 2" Offense within 3-year period*  $250.00 $500.00
3 Offense within 3-year period*  $500.00 $500.00

* o

Determined on the basis of the date of commiseidhe offense(s).
The Township Supervisor and/or Township Clerk are hereby azghkoto issue citations for municipal

civil infractions for violation of this chapter.

The foregoing ordinance was offered_by Krogh and supported by
Gloy , the vote being as follows:

YES: Phillips, Gloy, Krogh, Girton, Schroen

NO: None

ABSTAIN:

ABSENT:

Ordinance declared adopted.

Lois K. Phillips
Township Clerk

| hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of atim@ance adopted at a regular meeting of the
White Pigeon Township Board held on 11/3 , 2010. | further certify that a summary of this
ordinance was published in the Sturgis Journal, Sturgikityao, on __11/10, 2010 and an attested
copy was filed with the St. Joseph County Clerk’s effimn 11/19 __, 2010.

Dated: 11/19 , 2010

Lois K. Phillips
Township Clerk
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